Generalized pigmentation of the skin presents itself not infrequently as a diagnostic problem to the general physician. The purpose of thlS short review is to give an account of the more common aspects pigmentation, to consider some of the better known conditions in which hyperpigmentation of the skin occurs, and to emphasize the value of skin biopsy as a diagnostic aid.
By means of a spectrophotometer, Edwards and Duntley (1939) showed that the normal colour of the skin depends on five pigments- (1) (Becker & Obermayer, 1947) . Pigmentation ?f the mucous membranes was at one time considered pathological in the white person ; but, as shown by Ramel (1925) It has been pointed out by Becker (1947) (Goldsmith, 1936 (Osborne, 1925) . Montgomery (1948) Before biopsy is undertaken the case should be discussed with the pathologist as it is necessary to use special fixatives for some of the specialized techniques. The site of the biopsy is also of importance as, for example, the normal variation in pigmentation in various areas, and in addition the skin of the legs of older persons, and the skin in the region of old scars or trauma often contains deposits of haemosiderin which may lead to an erroneous diagnosis of haemochromatosis.
